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Introduction

/E%;}% ;@/ f% White aims to control d5 (Black's traditional source of

?/1@1 % 1 1.@.// counterplay in the Sicilian) while letting Black control d4. As it
/@/-t ~ 1% | isdifficult for either side to open the centre, the position is

o, X 7 7 ‘closed'. White concentrates his forces on the King's-side,
O /ﬁ;ﬁ _ | Black may either try to match White here (see Smyslov-

/ Nt #® Botvinnik), or aim for counterplay on the Queen's side.
ArRr QR
H AWwd HH

x""l!\f

\\

So, the closed Sicilian is interesting, not just in its own right, but also

(1) as a model of how to approach attacking positions with a closed centre;
compare many lines of the King's Indian Attack and Ruy Lopez;

(2) as a common system (e4 with Bg2) in many openings - for example, we
see the same approach at work in many lines of the English Opening.

Basically, White aims to concentrate enough firepower in the K-side to force a quick
checkmate. In doing so, Black has a natural counterattack in ...Rb8, ...b7-b5-b4 and
possibly also ...c5-c4.

There are many ways for White to play the position - for example, the dark-squared
Bcl could go to g5, e3 or even d2. The Ngl could go to e2, f3 or h3. It is also possible to
put the light-squared bishop somewhere on the other diagonal - ¢4 or b5 - as well as on
g2. | will concentrate on one important line where the central bloackade is most obvious
(Black plays ...e5), but | also include an example of games with the bishop on each of
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these two alternative squares c4 (Hodgson-Ady) and b5 (Hebden-Large), in variations of
the Grand Prix Attack.

Black also has a wide variety of choices. Fianchettoing the Bf8 is not necessarily
the best way to play - even if it is played, Black could play e6 or e5, with the Ng8 going to
e7 or 6.

The Closed Sicilian with 6...e5 7. Nh3
1.e4c52.Nc3Nc63.939g64.Bg2Bg75.d3d6 6.4
[6. Be3 is the most commonly-seen alternative, although Nge2 has often been played too]

E AW® 3 F 6... €5

rr
I}g/t/}/‘%} [6... €6 is the main line 7. Nf3 Nge7 8. O-O O-O 9. Be3 Nd4
7, A& /14 % else d4 may follow; this complex position has been the

7, 7 Grandmasters' starting point for many years
7 / 7 gp y years]

% @i/ @
vkl B Eid

B A¥%® HH
Diagram A _
E AW® AE 7. Nh3 (Diagram A)

- % This is relatively recent and has the advantage of bolstering f4,
1 }g/ﬁk//}%}/ and leaving the f-file open for the rook(s). It also avoids the pin
7 X & ...Bg4, and allows a retreat of the Nc3 to e2 if White wants to

Z Z 7

/ N /% attack d4 or play c2-c3.
% @ < ”7 - //7 2 7
%7 ///2@'7i %7 Zié;@///

A rather drastic example of how White wants to play is as follows:
Holland-Whiteley, 1995

1.e4c52.Nc3Nc63.9g3g64.Bg2Bg75.d3d66.f4e57. Nh3 (diagram A) 7...
Nge7 8. 0-O O-0O (?)

[latest theory suggest that this is premature: 8... Nd4 9. f5!? [9. Rf2 is safer for both sides!]
9... gxf5 10. Qh5 h6 [10... Nxc2 11. Rb1 with compensation (Lane) NOT (Plaskett)] 11. Rf2
+= Spassky-Hort 1978 ...1-0 in the ending(!)]

9. f5 gxf5 10. Qh5 16
looks ugly, but it seems to be fairly standard in this line - how else to prevent Ng5?
11. exf5 Nd4
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/-Q-Q H%/ Thematic, and seemingly powerful, threatening ...Nxc2 and
/1/}//7 ,/}%/ .Q.} ..Nxf5
. & &
%/% ;/14 /I;ﬁ/% 12. Nd5 Nxc2 13. Ng5 Bxf5

& | [18..1xg5e.g. 14. f6 Nxd5 15. Bxd5+ Kh8 16. fxg7+ Kxg7 17.
% &4 | Rxf8 Qxf8 18. Bxg5 Kh8 19. Rfl]
i2t AR 14. Rxf5 fxg5 15. Rxf8+ Qxf8 16. Bxg5 Ng6 17. Rfl
B &4 BY

somehow the rook, which looked doomed on al, escapes
17...Qc8 18. Be4 Qd7 19. Ne7+ 1-0

Black never had a chance to take the rook on al, let alone create Q-side counterplay by
advancing the a- and b-pawns. What went wrong? The whole position after f5 and Qh5
looks very good for White, and whether or not it is a forced win, we would all prefer to be
White.

Crickmore-Bellers 1983

1.e4c52.Nc3Nc63.939g64.Bg2Bg75.d3d66.f4e57. Nh3 (diagram A) 7...
Nge7 8. 0-O O-0 9. f5 (all as before) 9... 6

Black allows 5 but not Qh5
10. g4 Nd4 11. Be3

White's idea - common in the Closed Sicilian - is to follow with Qd2 and doubling rooks on
the f-file

11... Rb8 (the standard counter-attack )
12. Qd2 b5 13. Nd1

An interesting choice: 13. Ne2 keeps the rooks connected but allows exchanges; the text
covers b2 and allows c3 with tempo. Note that a4 or a3 do not stem the tide of Black's
counterplay

13... b4 14. c3 bxc3 15. bxc3 Ndc6 16. Rf2 Qc7 17. Nb2 Nd8 18. Rafl

7 7 e 7 4 7 . . . - .
1 E;Q-%%E%% Mission accomplished - now Black's position looks critical
% 7y ;1;1% 18... Nf7 19. g5 ng5 20. exf5d5

a

. K ’ Xz The classic central response to a wing attack - possible because

/

7 73/37 of the position of the Knight on b2 not c3
marig
25 W HAR
. B¥

21. gxf6 Bxf6 22. Qe2 d4 23. cxd4 cxd4 24. Qg4+ Kh8 25. Bg5 Nxg5 26. Nxg5
Nxf5 27. Rxf5 Bxf5

[27... Rxb2 appears to win the exchange without allowing a perpetual check 28. Qh5 Bxf5]
28. Qxf5 Bxg5 29. Qxg5 Rxfl+ 30. Kxfl Rxb2 drawn

Variation with 6...e5 7. Nh3 exf4

Actually, Black can also prevent f5, and apparently equalise immediately, with

- page 3 -



Diagram B 7...exf4!

1t A1l

%’ﬁ)?j{ %1% [8. gxf4 Bxh3 9. Bxh3 Qh4+]
¥ = |so

A 8. Nxf4

itk N L [8. Bxf4 Nge7 9. Qd2 h6 !? Lane]
"0 OAYw B1® 8... Nge7 9. 0-O O-O DIAGRAM B

Two examples:

10. Be3 b5 11. a3 Ne5 12. h3 Rb8 13. Qd2 a5 14. Rf2 b4 15. axb4 axb4 16.
Ncd5 Bb7 17. g4 Nxd5 18. Nxd5 Bxd5 19. exd5 c4 20. Ra6 b3 21. d4 Qc8 22,
Ral c3 23. Qxc3 Qxc3 24. bxc3 b2 25. Rb1 Nc4 26. Bf4 Na3 27. Rff1 Nxb1 28.
Rxb1 Rb6 29. Bxd6 Ra8 30. Rxb2 Rxb2

Savage-Gheorghiu 1979]

10. Nfd5 Nxd5 11. Nxd5 b5 12.c3 b4 13. Bf4 13... bxc3 14. bxc3 Be6 15. Qd2
Bxd5 16. exd5 Ne5 17. Radl Qa5 18. c4 Qa3 19. Bxe5 Bxeb5 20. Rb1 Rab8 21.
Kh1l a5 22. Bh3 5 23. g4 f4 24. g5 Rb4 25. Be6+ Kg7 26. Rxb4 axb4 27. Rf3
Qc3 28. Qf2 Qal+ 29. Kg2 Ra8 30. Qh4 Qxa2+ 31. Rf2 b3 again, the triumph of
the b-pawn: Erlebacher - Gheorghiu 1979] [13. Be3 bxc3 14. bxc3 Ne5]

Note the power of ...Ne5, as opposed to ...Nd4
Variation with 6...e5 7. Nf3

Diagram C So, maybe Nh3 is not so hot after all. It may be better to stick
;% ;Q_g// E;@% with 7. Nf3 when
tx 1A% 7. Nf3 Nge7 8. 0-0 0-O 9. Be3 Nd4 10. Qd2 Nec6
At 't (DIAGRAM C)

) %9 @/ﬁ?ﬁ@/ % still seems to equalise for Black, e.qg.
. LRANE
TRRY QR
g @ E®

11. Nh4 exf4 12. Bxf4 Be6 13. Nd5 Bxd5 14. exd5 Ne5 (that move again) 15. ¢3

Nb5 16. Rael Qd7 17. Nf3 Rae8 18. h4 Nc7 = Ignatiev-Vasiukov 1962

or

11. Nd1 Bg4 12. Nel exf4 13. Bxf4 Ne2+ 14. Kh1 Nxf4 15. gxf4 f5 16. Ne3 Bh5

17. exf5 gxf5 18. ¢3 Qd7 19. Nf3 Kh8 20. Rael Rae8 21. Nd5 draw, Minev-
Vasiukov 1962
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Further examples for study:

White cannot castle Queen's-side into
Black's counterplay

Jackson - Regis, Plymouth-Exeter,
1993

1. e4 g6 (this was the actual
move order) 2. Nc3 Bg7 3.9g3c5
4.Bg2 Nc65.d3d66.f4e57.
Nf3 Nge7 8. Be3

[8. O-O O-O 9. Rb1 Rb8 10. a3 b5 11. h3
+= bco]

8... exf4

[8... Nd4 9. Ne2 Bg4 10. Bxd4 cxd4]
9. gxf4

[9. Bxf4]
9... Nd4 10. Qd2

[10. O-O O-O 11. Qd2 Nec6 12. Rabl
Bg4 13. Nd5 Nxf3+ 14. Bxf3 Bxf3 15.
Rxf3 f5 = Bastian-Ribli 1981]

10... Bg4 11. Rf1?
[11. O-O]

11... Rb8 12. O-0O-0O (?) b5 13.
Ne2 Nxe2+ 14. Qxe2 Qa5 15. Kbl
Be6 16. b3 Rb6
L0 Nl
o atsi
E @A/z/
wixr @
7 UsE U
vroaNeT
2 & W AR
& 88

17.Bd2 ?? ( black to play and
win)
[17. d4 Ra6 18. c4 ( looks better than 18
c3!? Qxc3 19 Qb2 but fails to ...) 18...
bxc4 19. bxc4 Rb6+ 20. Kcl Qa3+ 21.
Kd2 Rb2+ 22. Kel Rxe2+ 23. Kxe2
Bxc4+]

17... b4 ?7?

[17... Qxa2+ 18. Kxa2 Ra6+ 19. Ba5
Rxa5+ 20. Kbl Ral#]

18. a4 Bd7 19. e5 Bxa4 20. Bcl

0-0
[20... Nd5 21. Bb2 Nc3+ 22. Bxc3 bxc3
23. exd6+ Kf8 24. Qe7+ Kg8 25. Ng5
Bxb3 ( | hadn't noticed that this stopped
the mate on f7 when playing move 20 )
26. Qe8+ Bf8 27. Qxf8+ Kxf8 28. Nxh7+
Rxh7 29. cxb3 Rxb3+ 30. Kcl Qa3+ 31.
Kc2 Qb2#]

21. Nd2 Bb5 22. Bb2 Nf5 23. Nc4
Bxc4 24. dxc4 Draw agreed

White's f4 may block squares for the
Knight and dark-squared bishop

Smyslov - Botvinnik, Moscow,
1954

1.e4c52.Nc3Nc6 3.g9g3g64.
Bg2 Bg7 5.d3 d6 6. Nge2 e5
E AW® aE
%1%W%1%:
At 1
), ¥ &
U U
i B
/ﬁ/ //@/ﬁ/ﬁzﬁ/
B a¥%d H

denying squares to the Ne2

7. Nd5 Nge7 8. ¢c3 Nxd5 9. exd5
Ne7 10. O-O O-O 11.f4

does nothing for the Bc1 or Ne2

11...Bd7 12. h3 Qc7 13. Be3
Rae8 14. Qd2 Nf5 15. Bf2 h5 16.
Rael Qd8 17. Kh2 Bh6 18. h4
Qf6 19. Bed
~EE®
11 & &t
/% T wia
// ,/1{/ /I/%%I
m A% &
/ X
WiHg

A e

19... exf4 20. Nxf4 Nxh4 21. Be3
Nf5 22. Bxf5 Qxf5 23. Qg2 Qg4

RS\
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24. Qe2 Qxe2+ 25. Rxe2 Re5 26. %%Eg E@@
Reel Rfe8 27. Bf2 h4 28. Rxeb5 1T &t a &
Rxe5 29. d4 hxg3+ 30. Kxg3 ' ;/14 ;/y_@_& 1
Rg5+ 31. Kh2 Rf5 32. Be3 cxd4 %ﬁ% %// %
33. cxd4 Kh7 34. Rf2 g5 35. Ne2 ﬁ//V ﬁ/;/@ /Z . %
Rxf2+ 36. Bxf2 f5 0-1 i %@/ o .
The Closed Sicilian as a system % @ /ﬁg/ Y
against the English Opening B W A®

Psakhis - Kasparov, 1990 17. Rel Bg4 18. Nf3 Qd7 19. ¢5

One of the best example games | have Rce8 20. Rc1 Nf5 21. Qd3 Kh8
on file for the Closed Sicilian is this one 22. cxd6 cxd6 23. Rxe8 Qxe8 24.
Rf1 Qh5
1.c4 g6 2. Nc3Bg7 3.93 Nc6 4. AR
Bg2 d6 5. Nf3 e5 6. d3 5 7. 0-0 kK @&
TG ) /I/I// :I:/ %Q-:I:
E Aw® ® / /f;//
t1t a1 JE At
At at 2 & 147
WU il 4 oy oF
By ... taz
B & . B¥
23 bid / 2 iR The Black pieces hover like vultures
2 4% AP 25. Ne4 Nxe4 26. Qxe4 Bh3 27.
8. Rb1 h6 9. b4 O-O 10. b5 Ne7 Ne5 Bxg2 28. Kxg2 g4 29. Bxd6
11. a4 Be6 12. Ba3 Rc8 Rf6 30. Bbs Qh3+ _
CEW E® N
111 a & ¥ o 0w
 18Aa11t ¥ E %
s 1t 2 A
pEam 8 & swit
a @ﬁ/@ﬁ BoE T g
7 amaw v v myR
8% B BB =
Black does not rush but secures the Q- 0-1

side.

13. Nd2 b6 14. e3 g5 15. d4 exd4
16. exd4 f4
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The Grand Prix attack with Bc4

Hodgson - Ady, Streatham Vs
Ymca, London, 1981[B23]

1.e4c52.f4 g6 3. Nf3 Bg7 4.
Nc3 Nc6 5. Bc4 e6 6. f5 exf5 7.
d3 Nge7 8. O-O 0O-0?
E/.Q.% ®
1t taztazt
AR i
. X 7t
LHAMEE W
/ NRH
itickid BN BV
B2 A% H®

This natural-looking move is probably a
decisive mistake. Black has no effective
counter to White's simple mating attack.

9. Qel Nd4 10. Qh4 Nxf3+ 11.
Rxf3 fxe4 12. Rh3 h6 13. Bg5

e

S\

Re8 14. Rf1 d5 15. Nxd5 hxg5 16.

Nf6+ Black resigns
[16. Nf6+ Kf8

[or 16... Bxf6 17. Qh7+ Kf8 18.
Qxf7#]

17. Nh7+ Kg8 18. Bxf7+ Kh8 19. Nxg5+
Bh6 20. Qxh6#]

1-0

The Grand Prix attack with Bb5

Hebden - Large, British Ch'p,
1982[B21]

1.e4 c52.f4 Nc6 3. Nf3 g6 4.
Bb5 Bg7 5. Bxc6 dxc6 6. d3 Nf6
7.Nc3 0-0 8. 0-O b6
3%A%w@%%
T 1141
4://&1%
o & 7 7.
W
7/ NEOH
pididid B Ede
B Q¥ AP

White has an obvious plan. And the
player with a plan will always beat the
player without one.

9. Qel Ne8 10. Qh4 Nd6 11. f5
gxf5 12. e5 Ne8 13. Bh6 6 14.
Kh1l Bxh6 15. Qxh6 Ng7 16.
Rael Be6 17. Ne2 c4 18. Nf4
cxd3 19. cxd3 Bxa2

E W EY
¥ 1 at
1ttt oW
7 ®Y
5y
7 248V
&x 7 )RR
2~ BB ¥

Black might as well snatch a pawn, he
has achieved nothing to counter White's
simple attack.

20. e6 Qc8 21. Re3 Nxeb6 22.
Nxe6 Bxeb 23. Rxeb6 Rf7

[23... Qxe6 24. Ng5 Qf7 25. Nxf7 Rxf7]
24, Rfel 1-0

x

@

RS\
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